ANIMISM
usual, as the fitful hurricane, the destroying flood, the fatal thunderstorm, and like baleful agencies. Through what vast ages man remained the victim of fear and unrest can be guessed at only by the relatively very recent period in his history during which reason has controlled and disciplined feeling. It has been truly said that " nervous instability must have been a normal characteristic of primitive man," and it may be added that it remains a characteristic of the vast majority of mankind to this day. We have not altered so much as, taking too hasty glances over narrow areas, we are apt to think. In structure and inherited tendencies each of us is hundreds of thousands of years old, but the civilized part of us is recent. The influences of a few generations, acting from without, are superficial contrasted with the heritage of chiliads which explains our mental as well as our bodily rudimentary structures. "It is," says Hobbes, " peculiar to the Nature of man to be inquisitive into the Causes of Events they see, some more, some less."2S Inquisitiveness he shares with the animal, with the same result of
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